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In Search of the Continuous
Karima Boudou

The ocean and the sea are often associated with symbolism of the great
unknown. For many it has this sort of romantic and spiritual mindset,
while for others it allows boundaries to be shifted and enables one to look
beyond. During the 1960s a young Dutch artist named Bas Jan Ader
hitch-hiked through France and Spain, and reached Morocco in 1963. At
the time he saw in this place the possibility of working in better conditions
with a larger studio space and so on. That same year while in Casablanca,
at twenty years of age, he joined the crew of a sailboat which took him on
an eleven-month journey to San Diego, California, with passages in the
Canary Islands, Martinique, and the Panama Canal. Then Ader lived in Los
Angeles, and the Ocean Wave journey was a sort of romantic return to

the place he first took off from many years before. He faced the Atlantic
Ocean by himself “in a nutshell” — and never returned from this trip.
Ader’s journey can be seen as the fusion between art and life, but also as an
absurd and tragicomic way to push the limits of risk, fall, and disappearance
into a coldly indifferent nature. The drifting topos, therefore, presents

a situation of extreme crisis in which the final moments are tantalisingly
deferred, thus reinforcing the myth around Ader’s fate in the ocean.

Katrin Strobel and Mohammed Laouli’s work has appeared in a range of
media and formats, from videos and drawings to site-specific installations,
photographs, and written scripts, shifting through seamless transitions
between fiction and reality. For the project frontiéres fluides (fluid boundar-
ies), both artists have started an investigation that attempts to depart
from specific stories and contexts in order to draw a larger narrative frame-
work. Their artistic project is based on situations and recordings taking
shape in various locations, such as the Bouregreg River (which separates
the cities of Rabat and Salé and flows into the Atlantic Ocean), Playa Blanca
in the north of Morocco, and Amsterdam in the Netherlands. These
places have a topographical relation to the image of the boat and to the
notion of drift. They use the fragmented narrative structure of various
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stories to lend shape to their ideas, an approach that is quite popular among
artists today. But unlike many contemporary works that consist of telling
little individual histories, the meaning here extends beyond, with the
stories appearing to have a symbolic and/or metaphoric quality related to
the position of the artist in society. The works staged involve humorous,
playful commentaries on situations in which an artist or citizen can find
him- or herself. This way of raising the work far above the merely personal
allows them to escape from any purely documentary approach, while
indirectly investigating the geography of the origins of the different charac-
ters in relation to the present. Thus, the internal structure of the work
responds to external conditions through a fragmented and complex net-
work of references and situations, often describing strange moments

and unresolved questions through different effects. In a way, this hall of
mirrors allow the artists to highlight a social situation that forces us to
crack the wall of our indifference, to resolve the rift between a personal
experience and the chaos of a larger public world.

The works from this series document a cross-country odyssey that spans
countries such as Spain, Russia, the Netherlands, France, and Morocco,

the latter being the place channelling all the stories and forces. They have
worked in so many genres and fields that it’s not always easy to realise
that the whole signifies more than the sum of the parts. Their exhibition
in the art centre Le Cube in Rabat provides a good occasion to pause and
attempt to fit the various pieces of the series frontieres fluides together.

“One day, by chance, | had the possibility to join a project that deals
with the question of migration in the forest of Gourougou. This
forest is the place to go if you want to jump over the barbed wire
to get to Melilla. Melilla is an enclave in Morocco, an enclave that
actually should be Moroccan but that is still occupied by Spain, and
this territory is part of the European Union. And there, suddenly

| understand: That’s the Eldorado they’ve been looking for. They are
here in transit, waiting to get to the Eldorado over there. No matter
which way they will choose to cross the border, some of them will
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manage to jump over to Melilla. The others, who are more used to
the sea, who are sailors, who are used to the fluidness of this border,
will find a border that is more comfortable, more gentle than a
barbed wire that separates the two [Spain and Moroccol.”

This transit scene depicted by Marwan, a young rbati, is a good place to
enter Laouli and Strobel’s vast and diversified production, for regardless
of media, their work in frontieres fluides revolves around issues of distance
and absence, persistence and drift. It has largely adopted the structure

of the forensic archive. It often deliberately confuses levels of reality — or,
more precisely, it successfully transforms reality (the archive) into fiction
(narration), and vice versa. We are spared none of the details: maps and
drawings depicting the voyages of the various protagonists; photographs
recording the traces of transit; film stills of the places the characters walked;
maps charting their wanderings; and interviews with various “witnesses”
(like Marwan, as detailed above, or Abderrahim, an astute young Moroc-
can migrant who travelled illegally from Tangiers to Amsterdam, or Bahja,
who for instance recalls the history of the Bouregreg River).

The glimpses of the character’s psychology that are provided utterly depend
on the way they shape the narrative. The artists filmed Bahja while rowing
the Bouregreg River: nothing is spared — that is, except the face of the man,
who is always viewed from the back, from a close but safe distance, since
the whole enterprise predicates a non-documentary approach. Early on,
Bahja’s story offers, among other material, eight technically similar film stills
arranged in a grid, without aiming at subjectivity. They show him rowing
in a small blue boat, similar to the ones we can encounter in the tiny
fishermen’s port of Salé. This zone is located between the newly built and
shiny marina and the construction site of the Grand Théatre de Rabat
imagined by architect Zaha Hadid. In the past, this area of Morocco was

a high lieu for pirates and all sorts of illegal trades. When Salé’s Mellah

was constructed in 1808 by Sultan Moulay Slimane, its aim was to host
the Jewish population from the centre of Rabat. At that time, the Boureg-
reg River, as Bahja recalls, was the place where salt was taken for trading
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and for selling it to the inhabitants. In a video diptych, Bahja tells frag-
ments of the history of the Bouregreg River, and the old myth of Dutch
sailors who captured European ships in order to force the prisoners to
build the walls surrounding and protecting Salé. Thus, his story acts as a
trope for deploying historical and social concerns, some stories mythical
and others real. At some point he pushes the critique further by telling

us about the situation in Morocco, where the dense portrait of the river
and its role in Moroccan history cannot be found in museums; he suggests
that this history needs to be written and reassessed. The edges of the
visual field are blurred, and the quality of Bahja’s images says it all: the
artists are not interested in photography per se; they seem to be closer
to an apprentice sleuth. More precisely, the images depicting Bahja are
articulated by the act of shadowing; they are the sustaining evidence
provided in the form of photographs. We learn no more, and it’s our turn
to conjure up the screenplay of a messy denouement.

In some of the photographs from the series frontiéres fluides, the artists
depict trash, debris, and worthless materials reminding us of the absence
of the migrants, but most of all representing obsolete things not just as
materials but also as content. Some pictures taken on the beach represent
debris such as an old mattress, remnants of passports, shoes brought back
by the Mediterranean Sea. The different elements archived or collected
by the artists do not seek any objectivity; this awareness informs both their
work and an accidental aesthetic relying on chance. This approach puts
each element composing frontiéres fluides at the same level, allowing the
artists to move forward and to avoid any fetishisation of the artwork as

a precious object with a fixed meaning.

Although Laouli and Strobel never claimed Guy Debord as their ideologi-
cal mentor, they might be the only artists in recent years in Morocco
who have found a way to carry out the poetic principle of the Situationist
dérive. No doubt they will move on, eternal wanderers.

Karima Boudou is a French-Moroccan art historian and curator. She is an alumna of the de Appel
Curatorial Programme.
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building the “nomadic boat” at Salé, Morocco
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construction site at the fisher camp, Salé the illuminated boat rowing home at night
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the “nomadic boat” on Bouregreg River between Rabat and Salé wind holes in the boat shell

18127 19126



48°47'N,9°11'E ' B e ' A . 03/2014  34°2'N,6°50'W
f ; : “colonialism didn‘t enter in army boots!”

‘.-"" -]

—-;-;5..-!-

21124




34°2'N, 6°50' W 03/2014 03/2014 34°2'N, 6°50' W
Bahja rowing up the river la Méditerranée comme vous I‘aimez / the Mediterranean Sea like you love it
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watchdog at the camp, waiting for the fishermen to come home Bahja
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Bahja

Bismillah Rahmani Rahim [In the name of God, the most gracious, the
most mercifull:

The lifeline of a city ... wait, I'll start again ... | think rivers which run through
the centre of a city can be considered as their artery. These arteries unite
the inhabitants of the city, who create the history of this region. And right
here, we have two cities: Rabat and Salé, and a river that unites them,

the Bouregreg River. This river has a long history, and | think most of us
probably ignore it. The history of a city is not created by its walls, but

by its river. A river links communities, tribes, even peoples.

For example, the Bouregreg has a long history that left traces in the city,
but we are not aware of it. This means: since the Moorish era until today,
we have ignored the events that took place along this river, the events
and what they mean for the cities of Rabat and Salé.

Today the river is the source of breadwinning for the people who live close
to it. [...] That's what we know about the river, but its history is bigger
than that: A lot of civilisations have been built around rivers, old cities in
the Orient and Occident. But we neglected the river until it became a
marsh area without any function, apart from housing excluded people who
move between the two riversides: Marginalised people, who work as
oarsmen or steersmen, who cross the river all day in order to earn their
staff of life with a traditional form of work that does not correspond to
our times anymore, that doesn’t fit to the progress of today’s society. [...]
A couple of projects had been developed, but none really appreciated the
value of this river. What is the role of this river? And what is its function in
the future? How to develop tourism in a city whose economy is not based
on tourism at all? Rabat is an administrative city, and Salé is a very old

city, one of the most ancient cities in Morocco. And [in both of them] you
won'’t even find a small museum that documents the history of the
Bouregreg River or its role in the cultural history of the Moroccan King-
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dom. Or ... how do you say ... the political and economic impact it had.
However, we watch on television broadcasts about faraway countries that
know very well to value the potential of their rivers, even if they are only
little rivers without a big history.

Besides, our river has become the sewerage of the city where we dump all
our garbage. So what does this all mean? It means that we are not aware
of the value of this river. Its real value is that it is a kind of archive of all the
civilisations that lived in Morocco, since the Romans until today.

Today, if you ask people about the role of the river, they will answer you
that its function was to extract salt in the era of Mellah and still today
potters get their clay from there. For others, it a place to fish, that’s all.
The Bouregreg River is one of the biggest rivers in Morocco. A big harbour
with around ten ocean-going vessels has been situated here, where

the river leads out into the Atlantic Ocean. It also used to be a place for
trading, and it has been a hiding place for pirates, too. Or, as we say,

for the maritime Jihad. We were told that the Dutch captured European
vessels and they forced their prisoners to build the city walls of Salé.
History is always there, even if we ignore it, but | think we have to reread
it at a given time. [...]

Colonialism came to Morocco by sea and not by land. The harbours were
the first places that colonialism occupied, amongst them the Bouregreg
harbour. They built their first bases here. They constructed the railways
here in order to invade the country. We ignore this part of history,

but we should know it! What was the role of the Bouregreg River during
colonialism? When the colonialists left, they demolished [the infrastruc-
ture] of the river, because they were very aware of its military and political
function. There were also ... well ... the Orientalists, those people who came
before the colonialists. Because the colonialism didn’t enter the country
in military boots, as we say. That means, they didn’t come all at once. [...]
What do you want me to say? It’s difficult to earn your life by your own
physical or intellectual effort. You might be even able to move mountains
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and nobody even cares, you know? If you are a socially engaged poet or

if your poetry criticises the society, you are dead! They won’t leave a single
trace of you. Do you understand? The human being is not born to be
humiliated; the human being wants to live in freedom, also in freedom of
mind. The sea is a retreat, a haven. Or as we say: Water is a place of
safeness. [...]

| swear, sometimes, when | am on the water, | feel that the river is suffer-
ing. When the nature is not well, the humans are not well either. [...]

The hreg, the hreg [Moroccan dialect for “illegal or clandestine migration”] ...
oh dear! How can this even exist? This is really a strange phenomenon.
You can’t even imagine that it arrived right here. Its actually far from our
context here. And it’s also far away from the country people want to go
to. Where is Rabat or Salé in relation to Spain?! Of course you are always
afraid that your boat will be stolen by haragas [people who want to cross
the Mediterranean Seal. And suddenly, only you and the clouds are left.
Do you get the problem? You live from day to day — carpe diem.
Everything was fine before the hreg began.

We often heard stories of haragas that were caught on the run, or stories
of boats that drowned ...

And one of this stories is that | lost my boat, too. So be it. One summer
night, | repaired my fishnet at home. They morning after, a fishermen who
works with me told me that the boat was not at its place. | said: “How
come it’s not there?” It was on a Saturday. | started to look for my boat all
along the river. What happened? | asked myself. So | went to the police.
Then | went to the constabulary in order to declare my boat as stolen.
Then | went back to the river, searching for my boat, and after that | made
a declaration at the royal marine. | gave the matriculation number of my
boat to a marine officer and he confirmed to me that they had found my
boat at the coast near Mehdia. What happened? | went to the constabu-
lary of Sidi Laabed, between Kenitra and Rabat. | asked the policemen:
“Where’s my boat?” They answered me: “We burnt it.” | said: “Oh my god!
What?! You burnt it?” They told me that they couldn’t leave it over there

28|117 Bahja
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Saturday and Sunday because they were afraid the haragas would try

to get it back. “But that’s against the law!” | said. “You are supposed to
establish law and order! Why did you burn my boat? You should arrest
the haragas, you should confiscate the boat, and you should do your job!”
Subsequently they suspected me to be an accomplice of the haraga mafia.
They started to ask me: “Are you working with them?” The policemen
asked the guys that they arrested with the stolen boat: “Do you know this
man?” [...]

The two [arrested] guys told the police that they were a group of twenty
people, and when they jumped on the boat the weight of the footsteps
had quite an impact on the planks, but at that moment nobody paid
attention. When they were [out at seal a couple of kilometres away from
the Bouregreg River, the water started to enter into the boat. And since
they didn’t have a bucket in order to get the water out of the boat, it
began to sink. That’s what one of the guys told me. When [the police]
found the boat, they caught the two. The others managed to escape.
Luckily nobody died. | asked the two guys if they could swim, and they told
me that none of them could swim! | asked one of them how much they
paid for the crossing. He answered: 20,000 dirhams [1,800 euros]. | said to
him that with this money he should have bought and sold needles and
pins here in Morocco and he would have already made a business that pays.
Even just with parsley and coriander!

Bahja 29116
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video still (Bahja), split screen video installation self-made buoy, Bouregreg River, Salé

Do you understand? The human being is not born to be humiliated,
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water taxi, Rabat resting place after a long day on the river
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a little break in a branch of the Bouregreg River the boat between Rabat and Salé
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Marina, Rabat-Salé Yassin
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Yassin Ol
There is this man that | know very well, a son of the sea like me, who brings u—“ Lasy Ll I el iy ‘L,,me Al ol das 43');:3 S Cudl

over people to Spain. | had to leave the country as well, because | didn’t

like it and | wanted to continue in another country. | gave him some o o JaS) O als o Bs i Y U Sadl Y ALl 138 8 ke ) 6

money but not much, because he knew that | am a son of the sea, too, and Oi Sy alie jaall ol u,—“ (J"—J O (e SLEB Ll “‘-‘:‘L“—‘ Al
that | could give him a hand at sea during the passage. We both agreed (Barbate) kb )b J) Al O L) ) sanll oL BacLisall 3y 4 a8
that he would take me to Barbate in Spain. We left from Mehdia, next to et o Jeus 43Y riiadll G i (e (Mehdia) dge 0o Uil Ll

the factory because it’s not too complicated to start from there. There
were twenty-three of us, men and women, no ... five women and nineteen
men. So we started equipped with a GPS system and a compass, we

)JQMJ sl (el Ycﬂf\jk‘)u’.}_ﬂsjl.\)\:’L\SLﬂMw
BLok LalioladV) Uise yy Al sis GPS @ (2 e Lialhail s

programmed the direction, Barbate, and we left peacefully. We travelled JSGala el GlSecilel e ) Al 3aal U ja ok Wyl
for eight or ten hours; the sea was calm. Everything went well until, until ... Al dgasd) blia g of ) G o ) e Alule de S e i
well, until the Spanish-Moroccan border. The sea was rough now and S pall 2l KA 8 ALl Lt Laila e C.)mi Glla Ay
the wind was very strong. The captain of the boat was struggling, but we Ui Lo UindSe gl 6135 cpo sl apaall Sl i liaad LSl ca oty
managed to get through the bad weather and to cross the border. So A - s s s didad] } T TR

we continued on our way; we continued to cross until suddenly we saw a N S ol (50 Aol A e -)"L‘"LUE' ey ol A
big light that appeared from afar. In the beginning we didn’t know what O g dd apad (5 AL dila LS. 0 e line 4] 2ay Lad Liagd 5 ¢ gucall
that was, but then we understood that it was a big harbour. We were B DN S PR RV S P LU VN | I R P (’i Lils ) JaSs
afraid. We didn’t know if we should continue our path or stop. But the Al o 3OSl Sanbuy) diall e ducan e jie adl
facilitator knew his way very well, so he tried to calm us. He already had . 5y _y TR : e

located a little hill on the Spanish shore. The boat was stranded on the i EEIES “.‘.Al-.‘“.j‘ uli-' Y &w\“uaa_j ;u\S;LAj oL t{ﬂ?j\. )ash “J;_._aj\
rocky shore and everybody started to jump into the water. Some of the “*""‘)-“‘-’ Ay L Fagdl Ja. el @ jeall g 3aal g 8 je (elaclina
women couldn’t swim, so we tried to help them. One of them almost ) oy g DL 438 CU,)-.‘S UlSe Laa g5 4Ll ) Ulia g 5 duimgl) Ll
drowned. The facilitator scooted away with the boat. Do you understand? Sl UaiE cpa g (Almeria) Lol 4l jie ) bases Ulas g JAT G jea
He saved himself immediately. We climbed up the hill and then we arrived Cyan Laa 50 Qall dsed il 2l Lyl EYTR P 241 4l jiag el

in a little forest. We found a place to rest. Then, another facilitator
showed up and took all of us to his house in Almeria. Once in his house,
he started to buy and sell people: He asked those who wanted to stay .
at his house, to pay him 5,000 dirhams. And he denounced to the police ¥ (A Le 13
those who didn’t want to pay. [...]

Ll ) guzad y cpdll SBY ) e dda il a4l jie S elad) oy

That’s it.

42103 Yassin Yassin  43|102
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the boat in front of a construction site for new luxury apartments at the Marina, Salé the illegal fisher camp, only a stone’s throw away from the new Marina District
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this is what's left of the “nomadic boat” “question? answer!”
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fishermen's flag made out of plastic bags flags with signal lights
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leftovers from fishing at the camp, Salé Ahmad

Soaiall Zuliyal
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Ahmad

Hi, my name is Ahmad. | was born on 6 January 1976 in Rabat, Morocco.

| grew up nice and good, you know. [A couple of years agol | went to South
Africa on holiday; at that time | was very young and | stayed over there.

| met some friends and good people. | got married to a coloured lady, and
| applied for a work permit in order to live in South Africa. | was accepted
for the work permit, and later they gave me a residence permit. Then,
after a few years, | did have problems with the wife | got married to [...]

in South Africa. The problem was ... personal, actually, well ... From 1996
to 1998 | lived with her two years, then we got separated. | stayed there
[in South Africal, and it was okay. | applied for a residence permit and they
accepted me.

| had a lawyer, and the lawyer was doing everything, you know, paperwork
and all that. So | got a residence permit in South Africa; they gave it to me
two years later, | think, in 1998. In 1999 | met a woman, a British woman
living in South Africa, her and her family. We started a relationship and
got married. She invited me to go back to England and to live over there,
me and her, to start a new future and all that. | also had the opportunity
to go to America because | applied for a Green Card, and | was okay with
them, for they also accepted me. But the British woman said to me that
she didn’t want to go to America, so we moved to England with my South
African passport [...] well, at that time | had a South African passport.

In 2000, | still had a South African passport.

And we went to Morocco, me and her — for a month and a half, | think, at
that time — and we went back to London and stayed over there. Then

we got married [again, according to British law] in London; we stayed over
there for about four years together. | applied for my residence permit in
the UK. Well, in 2001 | applied to the Home Office [The Home Office
(HO) is a ministerial department of the UK government, responsible for
immigration and security] and they accepted me [...] Which means that
you can remain in the UK and work and do business. After a year | started
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applying to live in the UK permanently, to definitely remain in the UK. |
sent them my passport; | sent them all my documents and they accepted
me. | was travelling [back and forth at that timel! Every year | travelled
twice to Morocco; every year | went to visit my family. Usually once a year
or twice a year, you know, and | lived there [in the UKI] from about 2001
till 2005. Then we had some problems, me and the British woman, the
woman | got married to, who had moved me into England; she said ... well,
we had a problem. Personal problems. We got separated, everyone went
to ... wherever ... and we got divorced and | stayed in the UK, you know,
from 2004 | stayed alone, | was travelling alone. | would go to Morocco
whenever | could. No problems. Until 2006, in August, when | went on
holiday to Morocco and | spent about a month there. And when | was going
back to London to my job and all that, all of a sudden [the border police]
held me at the airport. They took me to the prison, they took all my
documents, and they said to me: “This is a fake passport, which you are
using to travel over to the UK. How did you come here?” ... and how this
and how that. ... They knew that | had been over there for all these years.
Nobody listened. They said: “You will just have more problems. We can
send you back to Morocco if you are really Moroccan, because you have
dual nationality; you are Moroccan with a South African passport.” And |
thought, you know, at this time | thought maybe ... you know, | didn’t know
what to do. They are holding you, they can do anything with you, they can
even send you to a place that [you don’t even know]?! | was totally scared!
And after four, five days in the prison | had some problems with the guard
and they called [someone from the immigration officel and they asked
me: “You want to go back to Morocco?” And they sent me back with a
Moroccan passport and they took the South African passport, saying:
“You can’t have this because it is fake.” But that is not fake; this is my pass-
port! I had it in South Africa, | brought it with me from South Africa to
Morocco, | travelled over seven years with it, from South Africa to Morocco,
from Morocco to England ... How come, in the beginning, when | applied
for a residency in the UK, how come they didn’t think it was fake back
then? But now suddenly after seven years? Then it’s fake?! | don’t know
what kind of ... what kind of ... | am not going to say a bad word or a rude
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word or something, but there is no law over there, you know. Law should e ) ia Laie L,,Ja\J [PRERA ol e e oS JSU) el yaal)
be done in a proper way. That is very sad. It’s devastating, you know. el r’NL' Syl 5 feadl gl J) ?(Aﬁi e e el ALl
You are holding a document which the country gives you to stay in it, and _ . O oy 20 @ . R Ba
you have beeni/orking hard for seven years, sc))l §ou tf}:ink that t{mis is your G"m E j.dﬂs ﬂ o ‘("_Uun). A A)\-'.’.:A‘ &S—‘ ?" 23k “’ffﬁu
country. You work, you pay taxes, you pay national insurance, you help out <lla m s el Gl Uﬁ L M) i ‘}*"‘A' La ) Y 5
their economy [...], you pay for houses, you know ... well you live there, SV e AT B e cladl) aolainal (S e JSEall dal S5 land) ) ladl
you know? Whatever you earn, you spend it over there! You support their 5 sl il RN 3 o I sllas 3 yusli (lla ccad L&l e ad Yy
country. And after seven years they choke you out like a piece of shit - &b OIS Lalana (&1 (3 5 a5 i | galle ARl) ke g gy Jp Anles
sorry for my language! And they sent me back to Morocco in 2006, on the LG—' Jan 1l 38,30 G e Z_h\_)'.k:\ Ay 5 Bliacal oy linS ol jilai)

first of ... of ... anyway they sent me to Morocco in 2006 when | came back

from my holidays. | don’t know why they did that. When they brought me o Jpaall han s 4 ellin i saling gl 5 lla gadid olib

back to Morocco, they gave me the Moroccan passport at the Mohammed Yo pall S Uiy i gl D (a5 el G52 g 2 g_r“y G o2
V Airport. | didn’t [even] know that | was [already] travelling with the Sle Saebuy S el 138 e oAl Faeluy al Y ) ety aal
Moroccan passport ... It was no problem between me and the Moroccan as C)‘i‘i o Glo Cma ¢ ede 13a lia 4 Cand g 3 JSEA 138 Ja

government, you know, everything was fine. They even felt sorry for me.

& ol Sl \A;i:..«.mu" 3 il o s Cmea (¢ ie
| came to my house in Rabat. Actually, once a person goes for all this, it is a0l Sl ! "o o = o

devastating. | didn’t know where to go, who to talk to. You feel very bad, Adyin Sl oS (A ¢ uall plaindl 1 Sl m‘t’“ SIS iy Ll
you know [...] you used to live in a country, then they bring you back to ) dad e clias

Morocco ... You have no job, you have nothing here, you don’t belong here
— well you belong here, but you have nothing here! And | was trying to go
to the embassy to solve the problem so | could go back but they ... they ...
well, nobody listens to you. | applied for a first time, they said: “You are
not supposed to apply for a visa; you should apply to definitely remain in
the UK, [because that’s] the status you had.” They asked me to bring some
papers, but most of them were over there. A lot of things like your friends’
addresses, [or] people from the company send you letters stating that you
are a good person and that they want you back. But it’s difficult because
you are on your own here with no contacts. Since then | have been here in
Morocco, with nobody to listen, nobody to help you out of this misery, to
help me with these problems | have been through. Really, it's devastating.
It's hard for me to explain to you how it was to leave [...] it's difficult. Very
difficult. And | hope that maybe someone will listen to my story and feel
sorry for me, so you can do something for me — | would appreciate it. And
thank you for listening to my story. | wish you a good life.
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video still (Ahmad), split screen video installation renovation leftovers the fisher camp, Salé

And thank you for listening to my story, | wish you a good life.
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a child’s boat on Bouregreg River “son of the sea”
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the boat between Rabat and Salé heading towards the Atlantic Ocean the boat between Rabat and Salé heading towards the Atlantic Ocean
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Moroccan teenagers hanging out at Playa Blanca beach, only 14 km away from Spain leftovers from immigrants who waited around Playa Blanca to cross over to Spain
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daily negotiations with the border police a soldier passing by
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while being stuck at Playa Blanca, the boat serves as a play area for our neighbour

70|75




35°49'N, 5°43' W 04/2014 11/2014 35°17'N,2°56' W
the boat leaving the beach, Spain in sight Marwan
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Marwan

Hm, how to start? Well, | wake up every day, | start my car, | get on the
road to drink my coffee at the Hotel Balima, [and while | am sitting on the
terrace in front of the hotell something strikes me: There are hundreds
of sub-Saharans everywhere. They sell things, ask for things, well, they are
simply there.

You ask yourself: Why are they here? Do they try to find the Eldorado

in Morocco? Never ever. Because there’s no Eldorado in Morocco. We
are Moroccans and we know what it is. And after the time they spent

in Morocco, they should also have understood that Morocco is not an
Eldorado, that Morocco is still a part of Africa. We are still in Africa.
One day, by chance, | had the possibility to join a project that deals with
the question of migration in the forest of Gourougou. This forest is

the place to go if you want to jump over the barbed wire to get to Melilla.
Melilla is an enclave in Morocco, an enclave that actually should be
Moroccan but that is still occupied by Spain, and this territory is part of
the European Union. And there, suddenly | understand: That's the
Eldorado they are looking for. They are here in transit, waiting to get

to the Eldorado over there. No matter which way they will choose

to cross the border, some of them will manage to jump over to Melilla.
The others, who are more used to the sea, who are sailors, who are used
to the fluidness of this border, will find a border that is more comfort-
able, more gentle than a barbed wire that separates the two [Spain and
Moroccol.

Voila. The adventure starts at Gourougou, at the forest. | met a lot of
people from different countries, different ethnic, religious, or cultural
backgrounds. | started to make this experience with an Italian producer
who wanted to work on this issue. We spent about twenty days in this
forest, we lived with these people, we caught flies like them, we ate the
leftovers with them, the scum the Moroccans would throw away, only
to understand one thing: This quest for Eldorado, this quest for heaven,
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for paradise, is just an illusion. They are sacrificing their own paradise;
they transform it into hell, driven by the hope for a better future, for

a paradise elsewhere. I'll tell you the story of this hell, as | experienced it.
You arrive at racist city like Nador, that has been marked by racism, that
is recreating racism these days, against the Blacks or the Arabs [...]1. It's a
very small Amazigh [Berber] city that has always been oppressed and that
now regenerates this oppression against other races or people. For them,
all the “others” are a different species, no matter if you are Arab, French,
African, whatever. And the people [from sub-Saharan countries] try to
find shelter in this area, of all places! | have seen with my own eyes how
people were beaten, smashed, tortured, only because they were Black

or maybe because they were more courageous than the inhabitants of
the city, courageous enough to search for a better future.

The first night at Gourougou was horrible. Coming from Rabat, from the
capital of the country, | am used to a certain standard of life. During
that night | became aware that this is just inhuman, that it’s impossible to
live in these conditions, to walk for hours and hours just to find a bunker
in the middle of the forest, to find shelter, to protect yourself. To protect
yourself from whom? From other human beings, from Moroccans who
will try to prevent you from making your dreams come true, from jumping
over the fence, from leaving.

This experience became even more real when | witnessed behind my
camera the passing of a migrant who tried to get over the border, who
was beaten and massacred by the Spanish Guardia Civil and then by the
Moroccan military, who was suffering and dying very, very slowly. [...]

At that point, | understood that you might have to die to get to paradise —
or not. Maybe you don’t have to die to get to paradise; we all deserve

a paradise somehow, that’s our right, our legitimate right. For all of us.

| put myself in the position of these Black sub-Saharans, and | say to
myself: They have the right to have a better life.
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This experience was repeated when we were working on a second cover-
age for Rai 1 with a very well-known war correspondent that | met during
another project in Palestine who told me at that time that he wanted to
work on this issue. With all my background and the experience | already
made with those people in the forest, | couldn’t accept the methodology
of this man; | couldn’t accept filming these people as if they were objects
or just numbers, or as subjects of a freak show. | couldn’t. So we had a
conflict during the shooting, a very big conflict, and we had to stop the
project, the shooting, at one point. The reasons for this conflict were very
simple: | wanted to take the time to watch these people. To see things
beyond their misery, to discover their braveness, to see their passion, their
families, their little kids, everything they left behind. The war correspond-
ent asked me just to take pictures, quickly, and that’s it. That created a big
problem, but it also pushed me to take my own pictures: images that
really correspond to these people, images that admire them, that even put
them in a position of heroes and not in a position like [...] a raptor that
spots some worms that try to slip through to the other side. These are
people with a past, with a history, with a passion, with a certain courage
that [...] people who live in peace will never understand. To have the
courage to walk 5,000 kilometres by foot, to have the courage to leave
everything behind, your love, your children, your life, your home country,
your cattle and mules, all these little achievements of life only to cross
5,000 kilometres by foot through difficult geographic conditions, the
Sahara, the northern winter, all that ... only to reach your goal. | have a

lot of respect for those people. And | show this through my images [...]

| couldn’t resist the temptation to live with them, to live in their environ-
ment, to share with them their suffering and their joy, their rituals and
their music, their beliefs, to figure out their faith, this power that we [...]
could never understand, this faith in the future, this faith in God, this
faith in yourself that simply can break all kinds of borders, no matter what
they are made of.

During my stay, | also met people from Equatorial Guinea, people from
the sea, most of them fishermen. Their physical constitution did strike me
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from the beginning; they are enormous, very strong people. Strong bodies,
strong minds. They decided to construct their boat with their own hands.
These sons of the sea used their inherited knowledge in order to get to
the other side [of the Mediterranean Seal.

But there’s one thing that | still don’t understand: Why is it so difficult to
cross fourteen kilometres to get to Spain or to the other continent for
people who have no problems walking 5,000 kilometres by foot? | don’t
get that. But the even more important question for me is: How do they
become so courageous, where does this energy come from, how do they
get the energy to ... | don’t even know how to say it ... that's just very
impressive to see this, how they create the strength to challenge the laws
of nature and the sea. For this kind of adventure you have to have real
gear, a real motor. These people don’t have money or other means to
generate the necessary energy. Their only motor is their faith: Muslims,
Christians, Jews, whatever. [...]

| swear, ladies and gentlemen, whoever is going to read this: They have a
very democratic structure that respects their religious diversity, because
they are all believers and they know that only faith gives you the energy
you will need. You will come to a camp and see the elected chief of the
camp, with his deputies, and you will see Muslims praying next to Jews
next to Christians. | think they would like to take this utopia and bring

it over to you [to the other sidel. This utopian village — where everybody
respects everybody and loves one another - is a reason for them to
continue day by day, to live, to breathe, to eat, to cross, to try to traverse,
to make their dreams come true. For me this clan has become a model
for future society.
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ship wreck close to Playa Blanca, Morocco “hreg [illegal migrationl, that's easy!”
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the boat at sea between Morocco and Spain getting the damaged boat back to the beach
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salvage of the boat, damaged by the waves
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Rachid

| was nineteen years old when | started to cross the sea. | was bringing
people to Spain. | never even had the idea to stay there, because | knew
that | would not find a better place than my home country.

| have been to a lot of countries: Spain, Belgium, the Netherlands ...

the climate is different there.

If you want to work there, you bear contempt — most of all if you are over
there illegally like me, who left clandestinely. | was just hanging out over
there without any purpose. If you asked for work, you were not treated
well. Here, in my own country, | work freely, with dignity and pride. And
besides, here you can work by yourself.

When | was twenty-two years old, | became more and more known here.
People came from inner regions of Morocco; they bought their boats

and then suggested that | drive them over to Europe for a certain amount
of money. Because they knew that | live here and that | have already
brought over a lot of people. Well, at the beginning there were only forty,
fifty people who came to ask me to take them over the sea, and when

| brought them to Spain | kept their boat as a kind of additional benefit.
The truth is that | actually exploited them; when people arrived in Spain,
they usually called their parents to tell them that everything was all

right and that | had been treating them correctly, so [...] their families
would send other people who also wanted to cross the sea. And | suggest-
ed to the new group who had just bought a boat to proceed the same
way. Do you understand why | work that way? Because | don’t want to

be monitored - neither by the authorities, nor by other people. | am

just trying to earn my daily bread. | don’t go and search for people in the
inland. | stay here, and those who want to find me, they are going to

find me. Do you understand? If | don’t do that, | won’t do anything at all.
There’s nothing else do to here, apart from fishing. But the [Mediter-
ranean] sea is small here, it doesn’t work well. You live from day to day
and sometimes you don’t fish anything at all during a whole week. And
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in winter, you don’t earn anything at all; in summer it’s a little bit better.
These days it’s difficult to leave when surrounded by society. [...] These
people come in groups. They survey the border police, and as soon as the
guards fall asleep or stop paying attention, they take to the sea. Some-
times some of them capture the guards in order to help their comrades
to leave. And as soon as their comrades have left by boat, they let the
guards go. They don’t use big boats, just small ones with oars for about
800 kilograms. That’s [a boat] for seven to ten people. They use oars;
they don’t use the boat engine because that causes trouble with the guys
here: The boat engine is heavy and very visible. People will ask: “What

do they carry? What'’s this, what's that? What are you doing here?”
Sometime there are even fights, and that really causes trouble. [...]

Mash’Allah! [God has willed it!] The Africans really overdrew the whole
thing. They already made it this long way, and they come here to struggle
even more. [...]

The traffic for hashish uses different routes, specials routes, not like the
one for hreg [Moroccan dialect for “clandestine or illegal migration”].
That’s big business. The hreg is really easy in comparison to drug traffick-
ing. You can take a boat and leave right now if you want!

I've travelled to Portugal several times with seven tons of hashish, together
with two foreigners, and | didn’t even speak their language. At that time |
didn’t speak any foreign languages at all. | learned foreign languages later,
when | was in prison in Spain: Spanish, French ... | left prison as if | were
leaving university, really!

Now everything is complicated; it is no longer as it used to be. In earlier
times, if you wanted to find some work in Tangier, you had to wait for
public transport for about three hours. The distance between here and
Spain is not even thirteen kilometres and if you measure the distance
between here and Tangier it's probably more. That means, concerning
work, it’s easier to go to Spain than to Tangier. Most of all in the 1990s.
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that we were being observed with binoculars by the border police. When S G G A Rt sy J
we got out of the forest, we found ourselves surrounded by the police. We By

couldn’t escape, so we were arrested with all our merchandise. | spent
three years in prison in Spain and, as | told you before, that was like going
to university for me. | discovered painting as a hobby, because | have never
studied, because my parents were poor.
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video still (Marwan), split screen video installation leftovers from immigrants, Playa Blanca

That's the Eldorado they are looking for. They are here in transit,
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tourist enjoying the beach while the boat is still blocked by the border police
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damaged boat recovered after the failed crossing at Playa Blanca, Morocco damaged boat recovered after the failed crossing at Playa Blanca, Morocco
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the boat at Amstelpark, Amsterdam, the Netherlands the boat at Amstelpark, Amsterdam, the Netherlands
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a first ride with the boat on the lake at Amstelpatk passages
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drifting around at the lake ducks spotting a suspicious object
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the billboard installed next to the lake shows the boat between Rabat and Salé Abderrahim
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Abderrahim

| will tell you about something | experienced; it all started when | saw
people coming back from Europe with cars, buying houses. They were
rich; they were different. We said to ourselves that we also wanted to
immigrate and go to the places where people get all this money from.
We also wanted to get a piece of the cake; we wanted to become rich and
have a good life.

So | had the idea to immigrate to a European country, a country where
people work and earn money. | kept this idea in my head and | was program-
ming myself to leave. | went to Tangier. | went directly to the harbour and
| stayed there for one night. The situation was difficult. There were a lot
of young people from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and from other nations.
Everyone tried to find a solution, a way to get over the border. There were
a lot of big trucks waiting to embark to Europe [...]. Everything was under
surveillance. But it was easy for me, because | was young, athletic, and | was
a considering everything very well. So | tried to find a way to cross the
border, and around 7 p.m., just after dusk, | jumped under a truck. | hung
myself from the bottom of the truck. The truck stopped in front of the
ferry boat. There were a lot of policemen and watchdogs, but you simply
have to not be afraid, and it will work out. The truck entered the boat. |
stayed underneath the truck until | heard the gates of the boat being closed.
| felt how the boat got on its way. | left my hiding place because | wanted
to see if there were some of the guys that | had met at the harbour, but
there wasn’t anybody else. | was the only one to cross over. And | was thirsty.
| looked for some water in the storage of the boat and found a bottle of
water. | drank, | smoked a cigarette, and | told myself: Now | am really on
the road; it's not a dream. Indeed the boat navigated for about seven or
eight hours and then arrived. | hid again under another truck like the first
time. Then the truck left the ferry boat, and | noticed that it stopped in
the middle of the harbour. | got off and checked out the right side and the
left side of the truck. Nobody around, apart from a couple of drivers,
chatting. | jumped, | ran, | climbed a fence. This was the harbour of Cadiz.
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This had been easy.

So | was finally on the other side [of the Mediterranean Seal, even if | was
full of grease. | was sneaking through the little streets; | was dirty. | had a
bit of money that | already had prepared for the trip. At this time, the euro
didn’t exit yet. | had a bit of French and Spanish money. It was summer, so
| took the path to the beach. But before | went there, | bought some soap
and shampoo at a shop to clean myself. After having walked to the end of
the beach, | found a corner where | could wash myself, then | washed my
clothes and let them dry. The same evening, | went straight to the train
station because you shouldn’t hang around or stroll if you have a goal that
you want to achieve.

| asked for a ticket to Madrid because | was still in Cadiz and the south

is difficult. | had to get to a safe place somewhere in the interior of the
country. | arrived in Madrid and stayed there for a day, but | wanted to
take another train to get to the border between Spain and France because
at that time | didn’t like Spain. | looked around and nothing looked like
Europe to me. | realised that it was still an underdeveloped country, that
was in 1994. There were no trains to Madrid that late, so | had to wait
until the next morning. | met some tourists at the station and, being a
smoker, | had a peace of hashish and | stayed with the tourists. | rolled a
joint and we smoked it together and we talked because | was speaking
French. | had learned French at school in Morocco and the tourists were
glad to talk a bit. | sold them a piece of hashish and they paid me in
Spanish currency.

The next morning, | took the train to the Spanish-French border, direction
[run. Irun is situated just across from Hendaye at the border between
France and Spain. | stopped at Irun to plan my border crossing, because
you should never go there directly. | noticed that there were a lot of
watchtowers at the border, very high watchtowers. They observed the
whole borderline. | didn’t know what to do.
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But suddenly | thought to myself: If | want to cross the border, | have to
cross it at night, so | waited until dusk. And as the railway connected Irun
and Hendaye, | sneaked secretly over the border by following the railways.
Even if the guards were up there, they couldn’t see me. | went to the train
station of Hendaye and bought a ticket to Paris. | arrived there well. | had
arest, then | called my family because they were worrying about me. | had
left my mother and my sister without saying a word, so | told them that |
was now in Paris. My mother was very upset; she said that | was still young
and that | shouldn’t immigrate and she cried on the phone. But | explained
her that | would work and search for money. | felt sorry for her, but |
couldn’t go back. | had to make my own experiences and discover life
abroad. | stayed in Paris, went for a walk along the Champs-Elysées and
then in the area of Barbés, and | saw the souks with a lot of Blacks and
Arabs, shouting in their megaphones, and | asked myself: Where the hell
am I? Am | still in Morocco? [...]

| stayed the night in a park. The morning after | took a train to Lille. | took
a train to the border because | dont like to be stuck in the middle of

a country [I have to see the border], because when | contemplate some-
thing, | understand how it works. So | arrived in Lille and stayed there

for four nights. That was not too bad. | liked it. The Moroccans over there
are better than the Moroccans of Paris. But as | was already so close

to Belgium, | wanted to go there as well — or to Holland. Actually | had
wanted to go to Holland from the beginning, because when | was in
Morocco, | did a lot of sports and | had some Dutch sport friends from
Amsterdam. Since then, | had kept the idea to visit them in Amsterdam

in my mind, so | took the train to Antwerp, without any problems.
Because going up from Belgium, the borders become more fluid; there
are no controls like between Spain and France. | arrived well at Antwerp,

| walked around, and I liked it. It’s nice there. For the first time in my life,

| saw Jews with their big hats and their side curls. And | thought: Now that
| am so close to Amsterdam, | have to go there. There was not much
money left, so | decided to hreg [Moroccan dialect for “to cheat”] on the
train. | took the train from Antwerp to Amsterdam; it was empty, hardly
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any passengers. | stayed some time in a seat, then | hid in the lavatory,
then | went back to the seat. But suddenly, | saw the controller coming
towards me; that was hard. | didn’t know what to do, so | hid under the
seats. The controller knew that | was there, but he didn’t know where

I was hiding. When | left my hiding place, he got me and asked me to show
him my ticket.

| told him that | had no ticket and that | had just entered the train in
Utrecht. But luckily, | had some Dutch coins that | had found in the truck
when | was on the ferry boat. So | paid for my ticket; we were already
close to Amsterdam. The train stopped and | got off at Amsterdam
Centraal railway station. It was summer. | saw different people, young
people chatting with their friends, Rastas, hippies — it was wonderful!
An atmosphere like | have never seen before. Very relaxed. | felt very
free and | said to myself: This is Europe. And | really felt that | was finally
in Europe.
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Sacha

In 1999, fifteen years ago, we were in Moscow. Somebody from Holland
invited us to [play in a band and] take part in the peace march in Holland.
So we needed to go from Moscow to The Hague, from The Hague to
Brussels, in order to play at a demonstration at the NATO headquarters.
My friends, we were ... one, two ... three, four, five ... men and one girl; we
all came to The Hague, and over two weeks we went by foot to Brussels.
We took part at the demonstration and the thing was finished. We had

a visa for seventeen days, but we decided not to go back [to Russial, but
to stay in Holland.

We asked a friend [from Holland] to write an invitation for us. The guy
did it, so we went with his invitation to the embassy, but they told us that
this is not possible [to apply for a visa while being in Holland] and that

we would have to go back to Moscow in order to get another visa. But we
decided to stay. So we were playing music on the streets in Holland. We
met a guy who makes monocycles, the really big ones, and he was playing
trumpet, too, and he also had a boat. With this boat we were travelling
everywhere in Holland, a month or three weeks, until one day we came
to the border between the Netherlands and Belgium. But we still didn’t
have a visa. And the law says that you cannot cross the border with some
illegal guys on your boat — and besides he also had three cats and a dog.
So we were hiding deep down in the boat with all these animals, and
when he was stopped at the border, the customs guys asked him if he had
something in his boat and he said: “No, | don’t have any illegal people.

| don’t have animals.”

So we came to Belgium. We were playing in Belgium; it was quite nice
and after a while we went back to Amsterdam [by boatl. In Amsterdam
we met other people who were playing music on the streets. They invited
us to come with them to play music together and to live in their squat

in Antwerp. So we went to Antwerp by bike and we made a show in the
street on our first evening. We earned some money, good money, and

12223 Sacha
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with the money, three of us went to the supermarket. But our documents
were still on the boat in Holland.

So we ... we were trying to go to the supermarket; we first stopped at a
red light, but then we just crossed. And suddenly police came, two guys
on motorbikes; they asked us for our documents, but we didn’t have them
with us. So they asked us to go with them to the police station. We said
okay, but at the same time we knew that if they checked us, they would
deport us because we didn’t have a visa. So we decided to run. And we
ran. The friend of mine later told me that for him it was a really short
[escape] because they caught him within ten minutes. It took them longer
to get me, half an hour or forty minutes. | ran to the riverside, to the
squat, in order to tell the others that we’ll need the documents and
everything. But there was a policemen at the riverside. Two other police-
men came with guns and they said: “Stop!” And | said: “No, | will not
stop!” So | jumped into the river and | started swimming. It was really like
in a movie! A lot of police came, thirty, forty, fifty men, | don’t know,

with police cars and they were shouting that | needed to get out of the
water, but | said no. No!

The police organised a boat from the customs authority; they came with
the boat to catch me with these things [handcuffs] and with the guns like
this [pointing at me] so | went to jail with my friend. We were trying to ...
well, we were starting to sing Russian songs. They separated us, but we
continued to sing. So they were asking for our documents. We still didn’t
have our documents, but they kept asking for our names and cities and
all this shit, so we told them our names and we understood that they
would deport us. In the next hours, a friend from the squat brought us

a very big cake and we were sitting and eating this cake together. And
four hours later the policemen gave us our papers and they told us that
in the next twenty-four hours we would have to leave all the countries
of Western Europe and would have to go back to Moscow. But they let
us go, so we were free and we decided to go to Holland because that
seemed to be less dangerous for us.
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We stayed for two weeks over there, but it was boring, so we came back Uiza 58 Slae @l S c@llia e guad a0 Ly (W Al 5 shad Jal gas
to Antwerp and we kept living there for four or five months, playing OIS s sall Caali el dusad o day )l B0 llin Wi 5 ¢y gl )

music. That was nice. At the end of 1999, it was 15 December, we decided . . . .. . .
¢ 4 pand jedi e pbie ealAld) | 1999 Ai. 4l AP BRI
to go back to Moscow. So we took the train form Antwerp to Moscow. e e el s i >

But there were policemen at one of the borders ... between ... Germany & O S e u—u:uli‘ (e il E’Ji&.‘)&“‘}“ ) Bl l-‘J.)§
and Poland. They were asking for our documents and of course we still Lo J sl cbislsy g Lilall (g 2 gaal) e dda 8 Jls ) lia (S, 1 )k
didn’t have a visa. They said: “Okay, you are on your way home, so it’s IR g elﬁ Lien o) gllE 63 50ils L (K5 A Jadl dapay g ¢ Liail
okay.” So we arrived home. But during the next four years, no, three years, L g A3 Yo @l g C"Ji sl K1 Lall ) Glaa s s 138 caSaly
from 2000 to 2003, we could not get a visa for Western Europe. We Lol ) Jsall 3 sl e O ) e (Sl o) € 2003 ) 2000 (e

didn’t know what was happening. We stayed at home; nobody gave us

a visa, neither the Dutch embassy, nor the Belgian, nor the French. Ge Y Bl e duans ?S Lk & Lty € Sas 1abe 8 ?j A el
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video still (Sacha), split screen video installation astroll at the lake

because we didn’t have a visa. So we decided to run. And we ran.
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young visitors, Amstelpark, Amsterdam docked after a day on the lake
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frontieres fluides - fluid boundaries in Rabat and Salé, Morocco frontieres fluides - fluid boundaries in Rabat and Salé, Morocco
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frontieres fluides - fluid boundaries in Playa Blanca (Tangier), 14km away from Spain frontieres fluides - fluid boundaries in Playa Blanca (Tangier), 14km away from Spain
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frontieres fluides - fluid boundaries in Amsterdam, the Netherlands frontieres fluides — fluid boundaries in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
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